
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BRIEF MENTION 627 

The value of the book has been much enhanced by its new form. As it is primarily 
a compendium of information, and not an interpretation of the data, it is chiefly valu- 
able as a handbook for ready reference. As such it serves its purpose much better in 
one volume, with its appended lists of tables and maps. In the divisions of the history 
into periods, and in the selection of sub-topics, the author has followed in the main 
traditional lines as laid down by early Protestant church historians. 

S. J. C. 

Huttmann, Maude Aline. The Establishment of Christianity and the Pro- 
scription of Paganism. (Studies in History, Economics, and Public Law, 
edited by the Faculty of Political Science of Columbia University, Vol. 
LX, No. 1.) New York: Columbia University Press, 1914. 257 pages. 
$2.00. 

Under the above broad title, Miss Huttmann has made a further contribution in 
a field of history that is receiving increasing attention. The author in her preface 
admits the limitations of time and space, and these limitations are so apparent in the 
book as to render its title somewhat misleading. 

The bulk of the work is contained in Part I, which deals with Constantine in his 
personal religion and in his relations to the church and to the existing pagan cults. 

It can scarcely be said that the treatment has broken new ground, but Miss 
Huttmann has, nevertheless, done a real service to the student of the period, not only 
in re-presenting and re-examining the sources, but in industriously threading her way 
through the many disputed questions concerning the personal religion and the religious 
policy of Constantine the Great. She has familiarized herself with the general litera- 
ture of the subject and has succeeded in giving a succinct presentation of the views 
of leading scholars. In this she has been more successful than in arriving at conclu- 
sions of her own based upon a critical examination of the sources. For instance, it is 
hardly sufficient for her to say as she does on p. 54, speaking of Htille, " His conclusions 
are sound and cautious, and we can subscribe to those noted above." The ground, 
however, has been well covered, the political as well as the religious background has 
been faithfully presented, and various factors which enter into the history of the early 
fourth century are seen to have a significance which many historians have missed. 

Part II of the book is confessedly incomplete; the author has done little more than 
gather and translate the anti-pagan legislation of the successors of Constantine as 
preserved in the codes of Theodosius and Justinian and to append to them a brief 
outline of the political events of each reign. Unsatisfactory as this must be from the 
standpoint of unity and comprehensiveness, in a treatment of the proscription of 
paganism, which necessarily cannot be written from the laws alone, it will nevertheless 
prove very useful to the student for reference in dealing with the codes. 

Not the least valuable section of the book is an eight-page bibliography in which 
the investigator may find a helpful guide to the sources and literature of the period. 

T. D. 

Mercer, Samuel A. B. The Ethiopia Liturgy. The Hale Lectures 1914-15. 

Milwaukee: Young Churchman Co., 1915. xvi+487 pages. $1.50. 

It is fitting that this volume should proceed from the pen of an Episcopalian 
scholar. In almost any other Protestant community it would be difficult to hold an 
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audience through six lectures on the most interesting liturgical subjects, not to speak 
of a similar number of full hours on the modern Ethiopic liturgy. This is not said 
in disparagement of Episcopalian interest in this direction. It is not altogether to the 
credit of Protestant churches that they lack this interest. For liturgies, however 
official, preserve acts, customs, sacred postures, etc., not reasoned beliefs and theo- 
logical speculations such as are found in the greater part of religious literature, 
ancient and modern. Liturgies and liturgical practices are therefore of great value 
in the study of comparative religion, especially popular, folkloristic religion. In 
Professor Mercer's study of the Ethiopic liturgy the natural Episcopalian interest in 
things liturgical has not obscured greater interest in human history. The study rises 
from a broad basis to points of fine and well-developed detail. Not only the liturgist, 
but also the Rdigionsgeschichtler will therefore find here grist for his mill. Nor need 
the latter be one who confines himself to the history of Christianity; the liturgical 
practices of Islam have lately come much into the foreground and its relations to 
Christian and Jewish practices are at this very moment the subject of lively discussion. 
It is not likely that Islam borrowed much in this respect directly from Ethiopia, but 
a comparison of the type of religious service which appealed to the isolated and on the 
whole rather primitive Abyssinian and that which found favor with the Arab Moslem 
would not be uninteresting and might prove to be of some use. Of course Mercer's 
work would have to be used in such case with some caution and not without careful 
re-investigation here and there; the author himself is conscious of having done pioneer 
work, some of which will need doing over. To the reviewer it has seemed at times 
as though the author had now and then too readily accepted at their face value early 
and less early Christian missionary legends. Further, it was a bit odd to find Baum- 
stark and the Oriens Christianus so little mentioned and made use of in a work of this 
nature by a Ph.D. from Munich. On the whole, however, Professor Mercer's lectures 
will be found to be a useful and usable book by the select few, who will seek infor- 
mation in its pages. 

M. S. 

DOCTRINAL 

Spens, Wnx. Belief and Practice. New York: Longmans, 1915. xii+244 

pages. $1.75. 

This volume consists of lectures delivered at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 
in 1914. The purpose is to ascertain the finality, not of theology as a whole, but of 
certain doctrines. Dogma is treated as an inference from experience. The keynote 
of the book is the consequent authority acquired by dogma. Catholic theology 
supplies an unexpectedly reliable map to the spiritual life. Tyrrell's position that 
dogma must control theology is developed and related to the "widest" and "most 
diverse" experience. Through this relation to experience is derived an authority 
none the less forceful though not satisfactory to theologians. The assumption of a 
personal God is necessarily involved in the objectivity of religious experience. Its 
validity is tested in widening experience. The assumption may not possess finality 
and room must be allowed for error. Yet it is authoritative. 

The author holds that Catholic doctrine corresponds closely to religious experience 
in the co-ordinating of which it is exceptionally successful. Catholic ideals are remote 
from the unregenerate instincts of man. The positive values of Protestantism are 
one with Catholicism but, at best, are partial, lacking synthesis. Catholicism is " the 



